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Welcome to the WGC Campus Club
In 2015 the Welwyn Garden City Campus Club celebrated it’s Golden
Anniversary - fifty years since it was founded in May 1965 - and this is
the story of the Club.
We celebrated this big event in style with a smashing four-course lunch
at Beales Hotel, Hatfield attended by 150 members and guests and
were entertained throughout by a talented pianist, a magician who
baffled us all with his tricks and - as a Grand Finale - we were
serenaded by The Rockabellas, a trio of gorgeous ladies who are the
new Millennium's answer to the Andrews Sisters. Dr. David Goss, who
was one of the Club’s founding members, and Cllr Les Page, the Mayor
of Welwyn Hatfield Council, were present and a great time was had by
everyone present.
A detailed report and photographs of the event can be found later on in
this story but I mention it first to whet your appetite, as you read how the
Club began and then evolved during the last fifty years - from the early
days of typewriters and postage stamps to embracing the 21st century
with computers, emails and mobile phones.
The aims of the Club remain unchanged, however, and ‘Fellowship and
Friendship’ are still our driving force, so read on and learn more =..
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HISTORY OF THE Campus Club 1965 - 1990
Foreword
The Campus Club has always taken an interest in its history, beginning with an account of its origins,
‘A Simple Idea’ by the founder, Mr. F.J. Carnill. At one time it was even suggested that a recorded
tape be made of this history. Anniversaries focus the mind on the past and, as the 21st Anniversary
approached in May 1986, the person uniquely qualified to write a history for publication was Mr. W.B.
Crow, its long serving secretary. This work is a meticulous year-by-year synopsis of his excellent
Minutes from 1965 to 1979. His successor Mr. F. Jackson continued the story to 1981 with a
thoughtful brief summary. Instead of publication, three copies were made available to members, the
secretary being responsible for keeping a list of borrowers! With the approach of the 25th
Anniversary the Committee’s thoughts turned again towards a history. As a first step the original
account was condensed whilst keeping to the original chronological format and adding lists of
speakers and visits, however in January 1989 the idea of a new history emerged.
The present account, whilst making use of Mr. Crow’s fascinating detail, looks at the general
developments of the Club’s history in a wider context. In writing this, I have enjoyed talking to some
of the long standing Club members and had the pleasure of meeting Mr. Carnill.
Enid Ball - 1990

Our Founder - Fred Carnill

Footnote
In 2015 the Committee noted that we had much of interest in the Club’s archive files which would,
most likely, never see the light of day. It was also time to update the Club’s History Booklet so I
embarked on the mammoth exercise to completely re-vamp the original booklet - keeping the original
content - and not only bringing it up to date but to incorporate as much additional archival data as
possible. This includes scans of old documents, photographs, newspaper cuttings, etc. (some of
poor quality) which would otherwise be inaccessible to the membership.
It brings us up to date with the events up to and including our Golden Anniversary celebrations and I
hope you all have as much interest and pleasure in reading it as I did in editing it.
Bill Wastell - Chairman 2015
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Foundation and the Early Years
One of Ebenezer Howard’s aims when planning a Garden City was to ‘achieve better opportunities of
social intercourse’. Welwyn Garden City, one of the earliest, grew from a population of 767 in 1921
to about 40,000 in 1965 when the Club was founded. During this time clubs and societies
proliferated. Women and young people were all catered for, as were lovers of sport, music and the
arts. Conspicuously lacking were facilities for the retired, whose numbers were increasing. Excommuters were particularly disadvantaged.
Such a group, disrespectfully called ‘The Over Nineties Set’ had resorted to meeting for coffee at the
Parkway Restaurant, where the Ladies Luncheon Club (founded in 1929) already met. At one of
these meetings the idea emerged for a Luncheon Club for men of a similar age and background.
The originator of what he called ‘A Simple Idea’ was Mr F.J. Carnill.
A Midlander, engaged in the wholesale/retail drapery trade, he had settled in the Garden City just
eight years after its foundation. A stocky, energetic man, he was an enthusiastic Rotarian and a
sportsman addicted to cricket, bowls and soccer. He was an extrovert with a lively sense of humour
and an apt turn of phrase and was the prime mover in the Club’s foundation and in the busy years
following. It was typical of the man that everyone knew as ’Fred’, on the evening that the idea was
first mooted he telephoned thirty friends and received an enthusiastic response.
Between an inspired idea and the establishment of a successful Club lay a good deal of solid work.
As a Rotarian, Mr Carnill sought support from Rotary through its Vocational Services Committee and
was strongly supported by the Chairman of Welwyn Garden City Rotary, Dr. D.B.Goss. After a
preliminary meeting in April 1965, reported in the Welwyn Times and the Hatfield Herald, the first
proper meeting took place on the 6th May in the Masonic Suite in Parkway, with 33 members of the
new Club present (one was unavoidably absent), together with 6 members of Rotary. There then
followed the first Club Lunch costing 7/6d (37.5p) at the Welwyn Department Store’s Parkway
Restaurant.
A priority was the choice of a name. Suggestions included The West End, The Brethren, The
Carnival (from the first letters of Mr Carnill’s name) and Regent ( from the first syllables of ’retired
gentlemen’). From these ingenious if rather comical names ’The Campus Club’ was chosen - the
location of the first meeting as it overlooked the pleasant area of ’the Campus’. The name ’Probus’
was avoided because of the existing Business and Professional Women’s Clubs and possibly, as Mr
Carnill stressed in his later account of the Club’s foundation, membership was not confined to
professional and business men but open to all.
The nascent organisation had no difficulty in attracting members, unlike Hemel Hempstead which
later informed Mr Carnill that 100 invitations were sent out and only 11 people attended. In Welwyn
Garden City telephones rang and enquiries were made even before men had retired. The news had
spread by the announcement in the local press and from casual meetings in the town.
Membership had doubled by 3rd June1965 when the first meeting as a body now separate from
Rotary was held, although Dr. Goss still took the Chair. At this meeting the new Club got down to
work. The agenda included finalising its name, fixing membership fees at 5/- (25p) and formulating
rules. A Steering Committee comprising Mr Carnill (Chairman), Mr Crow (Secretary), Mr Woodhead
(Treasurer) and 4 Committee Members Messrs Bartholmew, Lambie, Crozier and Pritchard was
chosen, which soon became the Standing Committee. Eight clear and simple rules emerged, the
most significant being Rule 2 which read ‘The object of the Club shall be the promotion of Good
Fellowship’ This became the leitmotif of the new organisation, constantly reiterated in every Annual
Report to the AGM.
Guided by an energetic Committee, spurred on by Mr Carnill who, according to his wife ‘ate and slept
in the Campus Club, the pattern for the first decade was soon set. An ambitious social programme
began. By 1967, in addition to the monthly lunches already fixed for the first Thursday each month, a
New Year’s Ladies Night Dinner costing £1 a head was held in the Parkway Restaurant. Then
followed the practice of several Social Evenings a year and, by 1971, there were two Summer
Outings. Small wonder that membership grew alarmingly to 119 that year and its notepaper now
bore the armorial crest of the Welwyn Garden City Urban District Council.
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AGENDA FOR INAUGURAL MEETING
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MEMBERS PRESENT AT FIRST MEETING
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(above) First Ladies Night Dinner - January 1967
(below) Welwyn Times - January 1969
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Management, Money and Members - The early years.
1. Management
Starting with a simple organisation, the Campus Club tried to avoid elaboration and proliferation of
rules. The original eight had increased to twelve by 1974 when it was felt that clauses providing
financial and legal protection were needed. Changes in the hierarchy might require a temporary
addition as was the case when Mr Carnill was made a Life President. When this honour was
obviously obsolete, the Committee cancelled the rule. In 1984 a proposal to make Life Members of
retiring officers, or members who had given long service to the Club, was turned down partly
because the Committee disliked changing the rules. Despite this admirable economy on regulations
the Club has emerged with 17 rules at present.
The strength of the Club’s organisation rested with its officers (Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer)
and Committee members. With such an able Chairman as Mr Carnill. no need was felt for a Vice
Chairman until 1975 when he announced his intention to resign. The new addition provided the
opportunity to abolish the rather cumbersome role of ‘President for the Day’ at monthly lunches.
Two men dominated the Club hierarchy for a decade. Mr Carnill’s devotion to its interests was
unabated. With his cry ‘I’ve got an idea’ the Club became a dynamic body. All descriptions stress
his enthusiasm, untiring efforts, abounding with energy, etc. After his death in 1976 his successor,
Mr Stan Stokes, spoke of how good it was ‘just to recall this splendid little man with joy’.
Another officer who gave equally remarkable service to the Club was Mr W.B. Crow, Secretary from
1965 to 1979. Lacking the ebullient personality of his Chairman, Mr Crow emerges as a meticulous
recorder, who kept Minutes for Committee meetings and Luncheon meetings. In addition to the
usual secretarial chores, writing and sending out circulars, Mr Crow loved collecting statistics on Club
membership, on the wishes of members for social events and writing subsequent reports. He was
prevailed upon to write the first history of the Club. When he was finally able to give up the role of
Secretary, his successor Mr Fred Jackson wrote ‘What would otherwise have been a normal
notice about one of our social evenings has been promoted to the status of an historical document,
as it is the first notice since the formation of the Club which has not been sent off under the name of
W.B. Crow’. His service did not end here; he showed quite a different talent when organising many
successful visits until his resignation in 1984.
On their retirement the Club rightly showed its appreciation of the long service given by these men.
Mr Carnill’s gift was a painting by a neighbour showing brilliant sunflowers, which now hangs in the
corridor of Elizabeth House in Welwyn Garden City. Mr Crow was given a cheque for £40.
The Treasurer had the rather thankless job of taking the money at lunches and social events and
preparing annual statements. Several men have performed this office but mention must be made of
Mr Bartholomew, Treasurer for eight years, whose humour and individuality emerge from his figures
and totals. In answer to a questionnaire on Club activities, Barty wrote ‘Sack the Treasurer’ He took
on the tax inspectorate until their demands ceased. If the Club was well served in its first fifteen
years by its officers, they in turn were supported by a hard working Committee whose number was
increased to six in 1969. It has remained at this level in spite of a vastly increased membership and
consequent Committee work. Meeting at the lunch venue or sometimes at the Chairman’s home,
there was at first no differentiation of function. Volunteers offered to address and distribute
envelopes and all were expected to chip in and contact potential speakers. Towards the end of his
long term in office, Mr Crow agreed to stay on only if a Minutes Secretary, a Distribution Officer and a
Speaker Secretary were appointed to help him.
This tightening of the organisation improved efficiency. There was no problem in finding Committee
members, even when the length of service increased to three years. Only once was there the
excitement of an election when eight members stood! This ran on Parliamentary lines with Tellers.
Anyone having a personal connection with a candidate could not take part in the arrangements. A
whiff of proportional representation allowed each member six votes. The Committee drew the line at
secret ballots, voting papers being placed at lunch tables.
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The Club set its face against any regalia; they even mislaid the Chairman’s gavel when they moved
from the Masonic Suite! When the use of the Welwyn Garden City UDC armorial bearings became
superfluous, the Club contented itself with using Mr Carnill’s name on the notepaper. One serious
attempt was made to introduce some kind of regalia. Mr Carnill wanted his gift on resigning to take
the form of a Chairman’s badge or chain but this was turned down on the grounds of cost. In 1978
the question was raised again. The Committee spent a lot of time getting estimates and choosing a
design based on a simplified version of the old armorial bearings but the membership again turned
this down. It was felt the case had not been put strongly enough.
The next year the Committee tried again, obtaining new estimates but at the last minute the
Chairman jibbed and once more, on the grounds of cost, the proposal was not put forward. A last
reference to some identifying symbol came in September 1978 when a casual reference in the
Minutes proposed a possible tie for members, but this too was quietly dropped.
The Club has developed an efficient organisation. In spite of a large membership, the cumbersome
increase in the size of the Committee has been resisted. Unlike many organisations it did not get
bogged down with the minutiae of procedure or unnecessary rules. Its general ethos was rightly
summed up by the Secretary in 1978 opposing a proposal for tightening up arrangements for lunch
and social evenings. ‘This would be against the free and easy way the Club has always been
conducted, with a view to providing maximum enjoyment for its members’.
One such example of this was in the winter of 1965/66 when the Club organised an exhibition of
member’s hobbies at the Cherry Tree, with many examples on display.
The two photographs, below show (top) Fred Carnill and Reg Wiles examining the displays and
(bottom) Donald Newton, AN Other and Alice wiles touring the exhibition.
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2. Money
It must be admitted that the Campus Club always worked somewhat on a shoestring. Founded at a
time when the retirement age was generally 65 and salaries and pensions were generally lower than
in the inflationary period that followed, the constant cry was for subscriptions and costs to be kept
down. With an initial ’nominal’ subscription of 5/-, raised to 10/- (50p) after a lengthy discussion at
the 1973 AGM, the Committee managed to hold this rate for a decade, the subscription being
doubled in 1982. Until then, although subscription income never exceeded £84.50pa, the Club
stayed solvent but faced the rising administrative costs of a rapidly increasing membership.
The early cash books, giving sums in the pre-decimalisation money, present a fascinating picture of
the simple needs of the Club. Printing membership cards £3-7-0d; a roll of Sellotape 1/-; a quarto
book for the minutes 4/3d; a typewriter ribbon 5/8d; 500 sheets of paper 5/9d; 100 envelopes 2/6d;
Treasurer’s stamp £1-2-6d; for coffee, biscuits and milk for social evenings £1-1-9d; and for ‘washing
up’ £1-5-0d.
An early item of expenditure was 19 guineas (£19.95) for a microphone and in 1967 a careful entry
read 3/4” and 2” diameter lengths of chromium tubing and metal fixing for a ‘mike stand 12/3d,
special adhesive and plastic edging for the above 4/5d and special universal plug for amplifier 12/6d.
The change to decimal currency is there for future historians to note:- 1970 Creasy’s manila foolscap
envelopes, special good quality 12/0d; March 1971 2 receipt books 42p. Printing circulars, postage,
stationary, telephone calls and payment for guests at the Annual Dinner were a recurring and
increasing expense.
The Club opened an account with the Trustee Savings Bank in 1967 and when this was closed in
1969 £128-16-0d was transferred to the Midland Bank. Interest amounted to 16/3d. In spite of such
a low subscription the Club’s bank balance remained in the black. Although direct comparisons are
impossible due to decimalisation and inflation, it is a fact that the Club ended its first financial year
with a balance of £67 and in March 1989 the Treasurer reported a healthy balance of £344.65p.
Meanwhile the balance fluctuated due mainly to unpredictability of social events which showed
variable profit and loss.
If the Club protected its members from an increase in annual subscriptions for ten years, they were
not able to do so against the increasing cost of meals and social events. The preliminary Parkway
Restaurant lunch in April 1965 cost 7/6d. When this was raised to 9/0d two years later, a wife
replying to a toast to the Ladies jocularly ‘assured the husbands their wives would be only too glad to
subsidise them in respect of the extra cost of the lunch’. Any increase was variously attributed by the
caterers to a rise in the prices of supplies, cost of extra labour and VAT. The price of the monthly
lunch remained modest compared to general prices and, after the move to the Gosling Stadium,
members in fact enjoyed an indirect subsidy.
The biggest increases came in the cost of events, like visits and Annual Dinners and here rising
costs influenced the Club’s social programme. The Committee could not ignore small economies. It
became the practice at the Annual Dinners to raffle the pot plants on each table for 5p a ticket
because ‘this had proved a successful way of adding to our meagre funds’.
The Club, perhaps rather unwisely in view of its constant anxiety over money matters, refused help
from an unexpected source. In 1980 the Commissioner for New Towns offered a grant from their
Minor Amenities Fund for the replacement of the seat donated by the Club on the occasion of the
Queen Mother’s visit for the Welwyn Garden City Golden Jubilee celebrations. The Club had twice
faced the cost of replacing the plaque on the seat and gladly accepted the offer. When the offer was
renewed a year later the Club declined it and in July 1981 asked to be taken off the mailing list for
this purpose. The requirement for the grant was that it should be used by the organisation for a
specific purpose. It was doubly unfortunate that, after turning down this offer, the Club was faced
with one of its recurring expenses connected with the amplifier system.
Although subscriptions increased to £1 in 1982 the Committee still remained anxious about its
finances, partly due to changes in membership.
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A more complicated factor was the accommodation for the monthly lunch and social functions.
Attendance varied from about 57 to 80 for the former. Writing to a Glasgow Rotarian in 1969 Mr
Carnill summed up in graphic fashion reasons for poor attendance, ‘The age group, being what it is,
illness or not feeling too good on the day, forgetting the date, trips abroad, visiting the children and
grandchildren’. On the other hand attendances at social events were high, over 200 at the Ladies
Lunch, a very popular function. Thus a venue was required with a smaller room for monthly lunches
and a large room on other occasions. For a time all went well. The stay at the Cherry Tree
Restaurant (now Waitrose) from 1969 to 1977 was a particularly happy time with the Club generously
catered for by the managers and a large ballroom free of charge for social functions.
Another attraction was the proximity of the bowling green. Lunches often coincided with matches
and team members often became fidgety with long-winded speakers. This became so noticeable
that the monthly lunch was moved to 12 noon for 12.30 so that members afternoon activities were
not interfered with.
In 1978 the Cherry Tree was out of use for structural reorganisation and the Club moved to Campus
West, where its stay was always on a knife edge, with frequent complaints about food, service and
escalating charges. For some time the Club led a peripatetic existence between Campus West and
the Cherry Tree. In June 1981 there came a drastic suggestion to split the Club in two, a solution
regarded as ’the last straw’.
It has been shown that a reoccurring concern to the Club over the years was the cost of lunches. We
were a Luncheon Club and therefore wanted a good but affordable standard of catering. Below are
some letters from various venues the Club used for lunches illustrating the rising costs of this and the
reasons why there were periodic changes, especially in the early days.
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3. Membership
Judged by the criterion of membership the Campus Club has been remarkably successful. Numbers trebled in
the first five years, from the original 34 in May 1965 to 102 in 1970. A basic requirement for membership was
that it should be open to all retired and semi-retired men. An analysis of past occupations of Club members
shows, in fact, that all were business and professional men. Sponsorship by two members and the rather
daunting requirement of being required to speak at a Club lunch worked towards this end.
In 1970 most members, as might be expected in a town like Welwyn Garden City, were engaged in industry,
pharmaceutical or engineering products. A few bankers, architects, fewer schoolmasters, a sprinkling of civil
servants and a lone actor, a butler and a turf accountant added to the list. Apart from the occasional clergyman
and on one occasion a soldier (an ex-colonel in the Rhodesian army), this remained the composition.
The increase in membership continued, peaking in 1979 to 167. The founders had envisaged a membership of
about 70, with the proviso that this should be left to the discretion of the Committee. The question of restricting
membership came to a head in 1973 when the Committee drew up a long memorandum. Options were
considered at length, a minimum attendance at lunches, tightening up the residential requirement, raising
subscriptions to discourage the half-hearted, a waiting list and (a time bomb), minimum social or business level
of applicants. However, the decision, strongly supported by Mr Carnill, was made to allow membership to rise,
although some members considered this might have ‘a serious effect on the character of the Club’.
This question was last considered in 1979 when a proposal to limit membership to 160 was turned down at the
AGM. Many factors had to be considered, among them the administration costs in terms of time, work and
money. The Secretary was described as ‘a willing horse who had made no noises of complaint whatsoever’.
The Club helped out by paying £5 for a 40 year old typewriter for Mrs Crow to produce the two sets of minutes,
plus £1 for servicing this. So Mr Crow soldiered on with the help of members willing to address envelopes and
deliver them by hand.
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The Campus Club entered a more difficult phase in its history during the 1980’s. Several causes
contributed to this: the fall in membership and a corresponding drop in income, an overburdened
Committee and the overriding problem of accommodation. It survived the latter problem which was
most acute when membership began to fall. From the peak of 167 in 1979 membership fell to 137 in
1984 (its figure in 1972) and then to 118 in 1986, which turned out to be its nadir. The Club survived
this period mainly due to the strong basis of financial rectitude, a well-tried organisation and a loyal
membership.

What’s in a Name?
From time to time the Campus Club has been connected to Rotary and Probus. The important RIBI
Pamphlet No. 37 on Clubs for Professional and Business Men outlined the part Rotary could play in
founding such clubs. It could suggest that individual members could approach organisations such as
banks, churches, Golf Clubs, etc. and call a meeting to form a Probus Club. Once formed there
should be a paternal interest by Rotary until its offspring was well sufficient.
The course followed by Welwyn Garden City had not conformed to this pattern. It was Mr Carnill who
approached Rotary to persuade the Vocational Services Committee to sponsor his brain-child, the
new Club. It is true that the first two meetings in 1965 were held under the auspices of Rotary but in
July the Club was prepared to take charge of its own affairs. At the 1973 AGM Mr Carnill stated that
he wished to ‘correct an erroneous impression of a direct connection between the Club and others
like it, with the Rotary movement’. The Campus Club was ’sponsored and launched by them but
there the connection ends’.
The relations between the Club and Rotary can best be described as an exchange of courtesies.
The President of Welwyn Garden City Rotary was usually the principal guest at the Annual Dinner
and Rotarians were sometimes invited to the Ladies Luncheon. This was reciprocated in early years
by occasional invitations to Campus Club members to Rotary meetings.
Rotary was well represented at the 21st Anniversary Dinner in May 1986 when it presented a visitors
book to the Club. Another useful link was the use of the Rotary practice of asking members to talk
about some aspect of their lives. The Rotary Journal was sometimes used as a sounding board by
the Club and this led to the more involved question of the link between the Campus Club and the
Probus movement.
In spite of its chosen name, the Campus Club has always claimed to be the founder of Probus. Mr
Carnill has been called ‘The Daddy of the movement’ and ‘The man who started it all’. Following a
letter to the RIBI Journal in 1966 describing the Club, a great deal of interest was generated,
enquiries coming to ‘Rotarian Carnill’ from as far afield as Glasgow, Bolton, Halifax, Dover, Bridport
and St Austell.
Over the next six years Mr Carnill was indefatigable in his proselytising work. He wrote giving advice
on starting a club, attended initial meetings, sent information and spoke to them. He became a kind
of father confessor. Oxford Probus, reporting progress in 1971, enthusiastically describing their
activities including ‘a musical soirée and a proposal for an off peak holiday’. Bolton wanted his
comments on ‘The difficulties you encountered and how you overcame them’. Dolgellau’s plea for
guidance ended with the pious hope ‘If it would only be for your blessing, it would be nice to have it’.
Mr Carnill must have been particularly pleased with Glasgow, ‘Informality is the keynote of all our
doings’.
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The growth of the Probus movement.
In 1971 about 150 Probus Clubs existed. Early Clubs chose such names as: Knife and Fork,
Elevenses, Yesteryear, and the cryptic The Two XX’s (ex-executive). The majority just adopted
Probus. It is acknowledged that the first to do so was Caterham, founded in 1966 by Mr Harold
Blanchard, an event also reported in the RIBI Journal. Commuters also took the lead in Caterham.
After rejecting proposals for names like ’Ancient Lights’, ’Has Beens’, and ’Old and Bold’, Probus was
chosen, not only for ’its neat combination of Professional and Businessmen but, as one of our erudite
chaps pointed out, it had the same Latin root as Probity’.
Like Mr Carnill, Mr Blanchard also wrote a pamphlet called ’The Birth of Probus’ and was active in
founding other clubs. Spalding was one but its Secretary wrote that on reading an earlier report on
Rotary, sent in by the Campus Club, ’I now carefully preface talks by saying that the original idea
emanated from Welwyn Garden City *. but it is literally true that Caterham started the first Probus
Club’. It seems that the matter was judiciously settled. In 1980/81 the controversy arose again; Mr
Vick, as Chairman, was asked to write to Rotary reminding them again of the claims of the Campus
Club. In the discussion on this many members felt that the Campus Club was not a Probus Club.
This emphasised the long standing issue of the relationship between the Campus Club and other
Probus Clubs. It was not long before the latter began to push for some kind of organisation. In 1969
Coulsdon sent a questionnaire to 35 clubs about this. The majority replied ‘Not yet’ or ‘With
reservations!’ St Ives Probus suggested an emblem for a lapel badge, a fir tree with the letters F.I.R.
standing for ‘Friendship in Retirement’
The biggest push came from Spalding which in 1973 began to issue a News-sheet called ‘The
Probian’. The Campus Club was quite irate when it received unordered copies at 10p each. It was
decided that in future members must order them individually if required. The climax of this early
attempt at organisation came in 1974 when Spalding held a rally at Kettering to discuss a National
Organisation, ties, badges and the publication of The Probian. Twenty clubs were represented with
14 members attending from the Campus Club. Mr Carnill’s prominence was such that he was invited
to be the main speaker. He spoke forcibly against any such National Organisation, backed up by
100% of the Club, whose views were summed up as ‘Not on your Nelly’. The meeting was decisive;
the Campus Club distanced itself from Probus as such although a lone voice occasionally brought up
the question, only to be reminded that the Club was totally opposed to this.
If Mr Carnill jealously preserved the Club’s independence, he also opposed insularity, repeatedly
insisting ‘The Club should not develop a parochial attitude’. Indeed in the early 1970’s contact with
other Probus Clubs was common. As well as rallies and exchange invitation to lunches, a bowls
match with Spalding Probus Club was held in 1973. As late as 1979 lunch visits were exchanged
with Stevenage Probus Club and time set aside for ‘fraternisation’. Thereafter contact ceased,
except on a purely personal basis. The Club had decided to go its own way!

The following is an extract from the Probus World History.
“The Probus Club movement was formed in the United Kingdom in 1965. The Probus movement
had its beginnings in two clubs, both created by members of Rotary Club. In 1965 Fred Carnill, a
member of Welwyn Garden City Rotary Club, met other retired friends for morning coffee - mostly
ex-commuters to London with professional and business backgrounds. From this he started a Lunch
Club. The Rotary Club President arranged the first meeting and 45 men attended. The club was
known as the Campus Club, the name deriving from the fact that the meeting place was facing the
centre of the town called ‘The Campus’ ** The Rotary District took up the scheme with the result
that Rotary International, Britain and Ireland, published a leaflet about the idea to encourage other
Rotary Clubs to sponsor a similar club.
In 1974 Probus expanded into New Zealand and by 1976 the idea had spread to Australia. The first
Probus Club for Seniors in North America was sponsored by the Rotary Club of Galt in
Cambridge, Ontario, Canada in 1987. Although Probus had its greatest concentrations in The UK,
Australia and New Zealand, clubs today exist in all parts of the world including the USA, Europe,
India, South Africa, and several countries in Africa and Asia.
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Social Activities
The monthly lunch is of paramount importance with attendance varying from about 60 to 80. Held on
the first Thursday of each month since its inception, the practice of a post-lunch speaker was soon
added. At first most were Club members and a tale, perhaps apocryphal, goes that in spite of a
second talk, Mr Carnill had only reached the age of 14 in his life story! His offer of a third talk was
politely refused.
The Club was fortunate in its speakers and it would be invidious to single out any individual, all of
whom appear in Mr Crow’s account. Only once, when a talk was offered on Northern Ireland in
1973, the Committee felt it should refuse because of its non-political rule. Due to the Club’s meagre
finances, speakers were not paid. The inaudibility of some speakers produced a long saga on the
use of a microphone. This was happily resolved in 1986 when the Club was offered the P.A. system
of the Over 60’s Club, £20 to be given to a chosen charity. This system is now shared with the local
branch of the National Trust.
The twice-yearly Social Evenings began in 1966 with minimal cost and basic refreshments. They
illustrate more than any event the social conditions of the late ‘60’s and early ‘70’s with their simpler
tastes and pleasures. The main entertainment was slide shows, hobbies exhibitions and
entertainment by the Committee. On one occasion its members became the Club’s own Grecian
Dancers, ‘the grace of whose classical movements will long be remembered’.
By 1975 this kind of entertainment ceased to appeal to more sophisticated tastes. In that year the
Committee, ever anxious for good support for its programme, drew up a comprehensive
questionnaire. One reply to this read ‘Slides, unless exceptional, are rather common place and may
be boring’. Other suggestion were for whist drives, a wine and cheese party, a brains trust and a
theatre visit. One misogynist wrote ‘Functions are open to women other than wives or wives of
ex-members - this is what puts me off!’. One group of replies was described by the Committee as
best left unmentioned!
The percentage in favour of the status quo was high enough to enable the Committee to carry on as
before. It became clear that musical entertainment by the Welwyn Garden City school orchestras,
male voice choir, or members of the Barn Theatre were most popular but these were expensive and
gradually social evenings were dropped.
In January 1971 the first Ladies Luncheon was held. This was Mr Carnill’s idea. He was so proud of
it that he wanted his retirement presentation to take place on this occasion but this, unfortunately,
was not possible. These Luncheons were well attended, in part due to the attraction of good
speakers. Twice the Club departed from its practice of non-payment of speakers; a lady speaker on
‘The work of a courier around Britain’ charged £25 plus expenses from Richmond and the
broadcaster and horseman Mr Dorian Williams was given a bottle of whisky.
Events that remained consistently popular were the annual outings, initially two, in the Spring and
Autumn. Reg’s coaches took the members to stately homes and gardens for a half or whole day.
Such was their eagerness that some un-English pushing took place to get on the coaches. The Club
took firm action and appointed a steward for each coach to keep order! Nothing seemed to mar the
early visits. The weather was always good, the meals excellent and the flowers at their best. One
visit coincided with the World Cup match between England and Argentina and Mr Carnill made sure
the coaches were back in good time for the broadcast. A story must lay behind the entry in the
Summer of 1985, recording a visit to Rockingham Castle - ‘We did not lose anybody but it was a
close thing!’
Special visits were arranged for members to the Broadwater Press, Polypenco, Nabisco, Sherrards
Training Centre and the new Campus Library. once they were entertained to lunch at the
headquarters of the Honourable Artillery Company, followed by a tour of Lloyd’s Bank.
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Finally, mention should be made of the Club’s Civic activities. One involving the Club particularly
was the town’s Golden Jubilee celebrations, marked by the visit of the Queen Mother on 30th May
1970 to open the Louis de Soissons Memorial Garden. The Club contributed a seat with a suitably
engraved plaque, nicely placed in the garden. The cost of £20 was met by voluntary contributions.
This laudable effort turned out to be most troublesome on account of vandalism. Perhaps the Club
should have accepted an alternative proposal to plant a rose bed.
The Club was invited to express its opinion on the local government changes proposed in 1972. As
ever little attention was paid to their views and the Welwyn Garden City Urban District Council
became the Welwyn Hatfield District Council. The Club was left with an insignia that had no further
meaning. As a nice touch the speaker for March 1971, a Club member Cllr Luddington, Chairman of
the old WGCUDC was invited to wear the old chain of office, which also became obsolete.
A Civic occasion of another kind was the strong support given to the building of Elizabeth House, a
project described to them by a speaker in August 1978. In the next two years the Club raised over
£400 which was donated to this appeal. The Club understandably strongly supported the Hospice
movement and the Chairman was invited to represent the Club at the MacMillan House Appeal at
County Hall, Hertford in October 1988.
The social programme can only be described as lively, interesting and perhaps ambitious.
One resounding success was the Buffet Supper marking the Club’s 21st Anniversary held in May
1986 at the ICI Staff Restaurant. This took six month’s preparation, the Committee with its usual
attention to detail, planning the menu, the number of guests, security, parking, transport for older
members, a hobbies exhibition, a souvenir programme and gratuities. Over 200 members and
guests found the restaurant transformed by a pastel shaded terylene marquee. One of the highlights
was the grant of life membership to the surviving members, who also received commemorative
certificates. Mrs F. Carnill was a guest and the link with Rotary was emphasised by the presence of
Dr. David Goss who presented a visitors book to the Club.
The Club has distanced itself from the Probus movement which has now expanded greatly, with
clubs in the Netherlands, South Africa, New Zealand and Australia. The secretary of one of the 800+
Australian Clubs wrote ‘It’s the best thing England ever exported’. None of the Club’s fears have
materialised. Individual clubs show great diversity; There are even Probus Clubs for wives..
Meetings vary from weekly to monthly, with lunch or coffee mornings, with or without a speaker.
Subscriptions vary from £1 (Bangor N.I.) to £6 (Esher) and lunches from £4 to £8.50 (Radlett). In
most cases membership is limited. In spite of Probus badges, ties and the Probus Newsletter, which
replaced The Probian, most clubs had never heard of the latter and were unaware of any kind of
national organisation. It would seem that, like the Campus Club, Probus Clubs in fact ’go their own
way’.
However, the Campus Club has firmly made its point that ‘The Idea’ originated here!’ An Australian
Probus News published in December 1985 stated clearly that ’The movement had its genesis in two
ancestors. The first was known as The Campus Club. It was formed in 1965 by the Rotary Club of
Welwyn Garden City *.. with Fred Carnill as the driving force. The second was named the Probus
Club sponsored by the Rotary Club of Caterham in 1966, with Harold Blanchard leading the project
team’. Visitors to the Club from Australia and India confirm this.
Many good auguries exist for the Club’s future. It has survived a crisis; membership is rising slowly,
the Gosling Stadium provides a stable home and the planned extension could allow the social
programme to be reconsidered. Served by able Chairmen and Committee Members and, with a loyal
membership of 125 to 130 in May 1989, the Club can be optimistic. Above all its strength lies in the
undeviating pursuit of its original idea - Good Fellowship. In many ways it functions as that excellent
institution, the medieval guild. It shows special thought for widows with Christmas Greetings,
invitations to all functions and offers of transport. Members are not forgotten in sickness or
celebrations, with cards and visits to members in hospital, and Golden Wedding congratulations.
There are also many unknown acts of thoughtful kindness from members to one another. This
consideration for the individual should be the Club’s greatest asset in an increasingly impersonal
and materialistic age and will surely contribute to its continuing success.
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The 1970’s
In the 1970’s two events occurred
involving our esteemed founder.
In 1973 Fred and Winifred Carnill
celebrated their Golden Wedding with a
dinner party for family and close friends
at the Cherry Tree Restaurant. They had
lived in the Garden City for the last 43
years, having moved down from
Yorkshire. The Club sent them their very
best wishes and congratulations.

Then sadly Fred Carnill died at the age of
86 in January 1977 in QE2 Hospital after
a long illness.

Notice of his death was published in the
Welwyn Hatfield Times (below) and his
full obituary written by the Club is shown
overleaf.
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The Continuing Story 1990 to 1994
In May 1990 the Club celebrated its 25th Anniversary. Although not on such a grand scale as its
21st birthday party in May 1986, 97 members, wives and guests enjoyed a lunch at the Hatfield
Lodge Hotel. Traditionally the guest of honour and principal speaker was the Chairman of the
Welwyn Garden City Rotary Club (this time Mr D.F.C. Linder), who presented a beautifully crafted
lectern to the Campus Club. A valued guest was Mr W.B. Crow, a founder member and the first and
longest deriving Secretary of the Club, and his wife.

(left) Presentation of the Club’s new lectern by Mr D. Linder to Don Anderson, Club Chairman.
(right)25th Anniversary Lunch - group includes Alec Murray, Peter Ball, and Les Currington with
(rear) Mrs Crow and Bill Crow (Secretary).

(left) Group includes Tudor Williams, Alec
Murray, Les Currington, Peter Ball, Bill Crow
and Mrs Crow.

The Club’s quarter centenary was also marked by the publication of its history ’Welwyn Garden City
Campus Club 1965 to 1990’ by Dr. Enid Ball. In 1994 the need to reprint this booklet, copies of
which are given to all new members, provided an opportunity for a brief review of the fortunes of the
Club in this short intervening period.
Even during such a short time several important changes have taken place. The most important has
been the change in the Club’s constitution. Research has shown the special (if tenuous) relationship
between the Campus Club and the Probus movement, and the time had come to recognise this. At
the AGM in June 1990 the Club formally changed its name to ‘The Campus Club of Welwyn Garden
City (a Probus Club founded in 1965 by F.J. Carnill) Thus a happy compromise was reached
whereby the historic and well loved name of the Campus Club was retained, yet its place in the
Probus movement - a larger world-wide organisation - has at last been acknowledged. So Club
members have been seen sporting the unobtrusive Probus badge and its distinctive tie and Probus
literature has been received. This has led to informal and interesting encounters with members of
other Probus Clubs and might be followed by closer relationships with neighbouring clubs.
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Yet the Club retains its own individuality based on good fellowship, the focus for which has always
been, and remains, the monthly lunch. After 26 years of moving from the Parkway Restaurant, The
Cherry Tree and Campus West it was now time to move again. In May 1991 the first lunch was held
in the Collingwood Suite of the Gosling Sports Park. The Club were the first users of the new facility
and, in effected, as ‘guinea pigs’. Its pleasing décor, private bar and friendly waitress service adds
greatly to the well-being of members. Varied and well chosen topics by Club members and
outside speakers, who now included a number of lady speakers, also helped to attract good
attendances at the monthly lunches.
The Club now enjoyed the best accommodation in Welwyn Garden City. An excellent relationship
exists between the Club and the administration of the Gosling Sports Park, which had now waived
the requirement for Campus Club members to be members of the Sports Park.
The acquisition of such stable and ample accommodation after much past wandering has allowed the
revival of the Ladies Lunch. This began by the invitation of the ladies to the Anniversary Lunch and
this event, particularly valued by Fred Carnill, has now become an established feature of the Club’s
programme. Wives and guests appreciate the care taken by the Committee to choose subjects and
speakers of particular appeal to them.
The annual summer outings to carefully chosen venues continues to be well supported and the
occasional afternoon visit to places of local interest has been revived. In November 1993, 40 people
braved the biting cold to visit the Mosquito Aircraft Museum at Salisbury Hall, South Mymms. It
would seem that the short local visit using member’s own cars has an assured place in the Club’s
future programme.
The Club’s financial position is at an all-time peak. This is attributed to the doubling of subscriptions
from £1 to £2 in June 1990, the occasional small profit from visits and s steady increase in
membership - standing at about 135 at the 1994 AGM.
The size of the accommodation at the Gosling Sports Park has obviated any need to restrict
membership numbers, or to divide the Club, an unpleasant problem that many other clubs have had
to face.
The Club has always been proud of its history and its ‘founding fathers’. The deaths of such people
as W.B Crow, J.O.C Vick, A.E. Bartholomew and J. Endean have broken the links with the founder,
or near-founder, members of the Club The death of Mrs F. Carnill, widow of the founder, was yet
another severance. No Club can live on its past, however, and must look to change, growth and
experimentation in the future.
After a period of declines in its fortunes between 1981 and 1985 the Club has now overcome its
problems and become a successful. lively and developing organisation, eagerly looking forward to its
future.
Collingwood Suite
lunch, c2000 - perhaps
the 35th Anniversary
Lunch?
(left to right)
Tony Last, Bob Pomroy,
Lew Digby, Wilf Dorward
(Chairman), Peter Sidey,
Ralph Parkes, ?, John
Stalley and Ed Clancy.
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1994 to 2010
In this period of 16 years the membership remained fairly steady, fluctuating between 120 and 130
members. Lunch attendances have varied from the low 60’s to the mid 70’s during this period. This
venue was comfortable for where we held our lunches, at the Collingwood Suite, until December
2005. This level of lunch attendance enabled the members to sit at round tables which facilitated
good social intercourse, aiding the Club’s aim of promoting good fellowship. The change from long
tables with seating either side was tried in 2003 and proved very popular with the members.
The Ladies Lunch remained very popular and each year attracted the maximum attendance possible
in the Collingwood Suite of 120 people. The service provided by the staff was very friendly and
efficient and was much appreciated by the members. In recognition of this, in 2002 the Club decided
to increase the cost of lunches to include a gratuity for the staff.
In 1995 honorary membership of the Club was granted to past Chairmen and all members aged 85
and upwards who had been members for the last five years. At a later date the age limit was lowered to 80. In 2001 it was decided to reduce the Chairman and Vice Chairman’s tenure of office from
3 years to 2. The reasoning was that as most Chairman serve 3 years beforehand as a Committee
member, then as Vice Chairman before becoming Chairman, it was felt that their overall service
period was too long and should be shortened.
The Chairman’s announcements and the after-lunch speech are vital parts of the Club’s activities and
need to be communicated clearly. To this end a new amplifier was purchased in 1994 to improve
matters. Later on, having experienced problems with poor quality radio microphones and long lead
microphones, high quality twin lapel radio microphones were purchased at a cost of £200. These
enabled the Chairman and speaker to each have a microphone and further allowed the speaker to
move about freely if necessary. The Club then had a good PA system, essential for large spaces like
the Collingwood Suite.
The Club’s relationship with other Probus Clubs remained unchanged. We assert that we were the
first of such clubs and retain the name The Campus Club (a Probus Club founded by F.J. Carnill in
1965) and we are listed in the Probus Directory and Year Book.
The Club’s finances were reviewed in 2000 and the annual subscription increased to £5 to ensure
adequate funds. This measure was taken partly due to the introduction of honorary members (the
Club had quite a few members over 80) and partly due to the introduction of postal charges for
circulars to all members, it becoming increasingly difficult to find volunteers willing to hand-deliver
130 letters each time.
The Club’s annual Summer outings continued to be popular, as were the Spring and Autumn local
outings. In 1999 we enjoyed a trip down the Thames from Maidenhead to Windsor, with lunch on the
boat and a visit to the castle later. Other trips have included the Historic Dockyards at Chatham,
Stoke Bruerne Canal Museum and the Sutton Hoo Burial Ship Museum. However there is little
interest from members for overnight visits or weekends away, unlike some other clubs.
Local Outings have included visits to the RAF Fighter Command HQ, Hendon Air Museum, George
Bernard Shaw’s House, the Mosquito Museum, the Old Warden Collection and Swiss Gardens and
Stockley Park Transport Museum. In September 2000 a significant event took place. A number of
the wives of our members decided to form the Welwyn Ladies Probus 2000 Club. The number of
members by March 2010 was 75. They meet at the same venue as the Campus Club and are a
successful, thriving club. They have an Annual Gentlemen’s Lunch which many of our members
attend.

25

The 8th May 2005 was the 40th Anniversary of the Club.
It was proposed that the Club have a dinner on that night to celebrate the Anniversary. Members
and wives to be invited and suitable musical entertainment to be provided. It was decided to hold the
dinner at the Homestead Court Hotel, Welwyn Garden City as it has suitable accommodation and is
near to most members homes. It proved to be a memorable occasion and a fit celebration of the
Anniversary. The toast to the Club was by Dr. David Goss who, as described at the beginning of this
history, chaired the first meeting and is still a participating member. The musical entertainment was
by a very accomplished lady harpist.

40th Anniversary Lunch - Club Members.
On the following pages are a selection of table photographs, taken at the April Lunch at the
Collingwood Suite, with many members you may recognise - perhaps even yourself?
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From the New Millenium onwards.
From 2000 things began to change. One key issue was the World and UK economies and the
gradual rise in inflation that had been taking place. From the bullish times of the 1980’s and 90’s
under the Conservative government of Margaret Thatcher, we then went to tighter times under the
Labour governments of Tony Blair and Gordon Brown, but with an apparent headstrong desire to
spend at any cost, which led to a huge budget deficit. In 2008 there was a worldwide banking
collapse that brought most economies to their knees and the effects of this lasted several years.
In 2010 the Conservatives were returned to power, but in a coalition with the Liberal Democrats but
they were determined to cut the budget deficit they had inherited, which led to some years of
comparative austerity. In the general election of 2015 the Conservatives won with an overall majority
and the cuts began to bite. The same problems were happening in many countries around the world.
Also during this 15 year period there were wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, civil war in Syria and much
unrest in many parts of the Middle East, which led to the rise to power of the militant Jihadist group of
terrorists known as Islamic State, or ISIS.
I mention all this because it sets the scene, and as a result, much of the world was in more political
and economic turmoil than usual and the Campus Club was not immune to this. The cost of lunches
rose progressively, speakers fees and travel costs increased and so, therefore, did Club
subscriptions. In April 2005, due to falling revenues, rule 7a of the Club’s constitution was altered to
say that all members must pay the annual subscription, with no age-allowed honorary memberships,
except for past Chairmen who will continue to be offered it.
In August 2005 the Collingwood Suite announced they were increasing the price of lunches by 70%.
This was a shock, especially as they also proposed to cut down on service. The Club decided to
move elsewhere if a suitable venue could be found. The Chairman and Secretary surveyed possible
alternatives, obtained quotations for Club lunches and decided on the Homestead Court Hotel in
Welwyn Garden City. The Club’s first lunch there was in January 2006. The food, service, the room
and general ambience were excellent and the price of lunch very competitive. The hotel also provide
a screen and digital projector as part of the service. A few months after we started they added a
good PA system, thus obviating the need for our own equipment.
A further advantage was that the room could cater for up to 200 people so we no longer needed to
limit the numbers for the Ladies Lunch, as we did at the Collingwood Suite. As I write this in 2015 we
are still at Homestead Court and enjoying good food and service at a practical cost.
At the 2004 AGM it was agreed to keep annual subscriptions at £5 but have no joining fee, but at the
2008 AGM it was necessary to increase the annual subscription to £10. The Club had been
experiencing a fall in funds due to increased speakers costs, part funding of some lunches and
losses on some outings. To maintain Club funds it was agreed at the 2010 AGM to increase
subscriptions to £15 from January 2011.
Another worrying factor was the falling membership and the inability to attract younger (60+)
members. Other outside activities also attracted some potential members away - golf clubs and
bowls clubs for example and the need for some to do ‘Grandparent Duty’ to help out their offspring
where both couples were working. From 2005 onwards membership hovered between 95 to 105 and
there was a big recruitment drive to boost numbers. Lunch numbers were generally around 60.
An innovation of the New Millenium was the increased use of emails, thanks to the World Wide Web
introduced in 1993. Gradually over the years most members acquired a computer and an email
address and this made it far more practical and cost effective to send out communications - just as
long as the members remembered to check their emails occasionally! Mobile ‘phones were now
used by most members and this, too, had its advantages. In 2011 the Committee decided to bring
out a quarterly Campus Club Chronicle to broadcast news and events to members. This was
distributed at quarterly lunches, emailed to those not present and included on the Club Website.
Yes, the Club now had a website! For the first few years it was fairly basic and not very eyecatching, then in 2013 we redesigned it to be more easily accessible, user-friendly and contain much
more news and information. Members were urged to use it and gradually our efforts paid off.
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AGMs had traditionally been held in the Spring but from about 2011 this was changed to January to
relate to our financial year and membership cards were reintroduced to keep better track of all
members and subs. From the beginning of 2013 the Committee was run on more streamlined
grounds, making full use of modern technology, under the dynamic Chairmanship of John Lee. Ray
Hussey had taken over as Secretary from Glyn Hughes, who had given many years of stalwart
service in that role; Treasurer and Lunch Secretary Tony Keach had the club’s finances firmly under
control with spreadsheets on his computer; Tony Salsi, as Membership Secretary, had computer
data on all members; Ted Webb was our webmaster and did a great job in organising the website
and all IT matters and Bill Wastell, as Chronicle Editor and Programme Secretary, kept up a steady
flow of good speakers. Outings continued to flourish under the guidance of Graham Daniels as
Outings Secretary and - all in all - the Club was running very smoothly and viably, with regular
monthly Committee meetings. The Committee by now had 4 Officers and 6 Members.
OUTINGS continued to be very popular, still using Reg’s coaches as we had done decades ago.
They were generally well subscribed to and, by 2015, we had a rule that everyone on a trip had to
give their mobile ‘phone number to the on-board organiser to minimise the risk of losing someone!
Earlier outings included a trip to Kew Gardens, a visit to Stamford and Burghley House, Hampton
Court Palace, Hughenden Manor and Blenheim Palace. We also continued to have local outings to
nearby venues and theatre trips by coach to London theatres to see ‘Guys and Dolls’, ‘Billy Elliot’,
and ‘Calendar Girls’. These outings were now well documented and a report and photographs
posted on the website, and were well organised by Graham Daniels, our Outings Organiser.

In November 2011 we visited Bletchley Park for a tour of the top secret
code-breaking HQ in WW2.
In May 2012 we visited the Spalding Bulb Festival and after a picnic lunch and a look around all the
clever displays, we watched the colourful Festival Parade through the town streets. This was
probably less as authentic as it was years ago as relatively few bulbs are now grown at Spalding as
most are imported from Holland. The weather was generally good for this outdoors event.

In July 2012 we had a coach trip to Bressingham Gardens, Suffolk which included rides on their
steam railway, an interesting ‘Dad’s Army’ WW2 museum and, of course, the colourful gardens.
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In November 2012 we enjoyed a coach trip to the ‘Essex Highlands’, starting with a coffee and
short guided tour of Saffron Walden, then a drive around some of the pretty Essex villages, followed
by a good pub lunch and ending with a very competitive pub Quiz.
Then, in January 2013, we were entertained at Buckingham Palace - starting with tea in a posh
Knightsbridge Hotel, then a visit to the Queen’s Picture Gallery at Buckingham Palace with a private
guided tour and finishing off with a glass of (royal) wine. A good time was had by all. (below)

This was followed in May 2013 by a very full day trip to Woolwich Arsenal and its museum. then
after a good pub lunch at the Pilot Inn, we were whisked across the Thames on the Emirates Cable
Car, finishing at the Docklands Museum at Canary Wharf for tea, (below)

Continuing the London theme, in November 2013 we had a fascinating guided tour of the winding
streets and historic buildings of Old Hampstead with a good lunch at the Holly Bush pub. We then
traced the course of the old Fleet River to its outfall in the Thames below Blackfriars Bridge.
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In February 2014 we had a very interesting and detailed guided tour of The Inns of Court, London.
We started in the Fountain Court in Middle Temple, then went on to the medieval Refectory of the
Middle Temple and on to the 12thC Knight’s Templars Church, partly rebuilt after the war. We
passed through Middle Temple on our way to lunch at the George PH in the Strand, opposite the
Courts of Justice, where we had a brief visit afterwards. We passed the Old Bailey and the site of
Newgate Prison, then stopped at the wig and gown shop of Ede & Ravenscroft. After a quick cup of
tea back at the George, we visited the RAF church, St Clement Dane, before making our way home.
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Brooklands, Surrey was our destination in May 2014 and we had a really good trip. This was the
old banked motor racing track from pre-war days and they now have lots of museums and displays
on site. We had a ‘Concorde Experience’ aboard one of the few surviving Concordes, explored the
WW1 and WW2 aircraft museums, walked around the extensive exhibits of old racing cars and
classic cars, also their very interesting London Transport Bus Museum. We went on board various
airliners of yesteryear such as the Comet, VC10, etc. and even sat in the cockpit of a Harrier Jet.
All in all an excellent day that we all enjoyed, with more to see on another visit.

Next up in July 2014 was a visit and guided tour of Cambridge, which was disappointingly blighted
by rain but was still an enjoyable day, with lunch at Emmanuel College and a walk round the city.
The members declined the chance to go punting on the River Cam !!! (below)
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The weather was better for our Cruise on the River Lea in September 2014. We had lunch on the
‘Lady of Lea Valley’ narrow boat, passing picturesque scenery, ending with a visit to the Olympic
White Water Centre at Waltham Cross, where we had tea whilst watching the white water rafting.

In March we were back to London for a Barrow Boys and Bankers Outing to the East End and the
City. A blue badge guide showed us round Petticoat Lane, the old Huguenots area of Spitalfields
which had been famous for silk weaving in the 1700’s that was also the home to many city Livery
Companies. After a good pub lunch we visited the Bank of England Museum where we saw crisp
white fivers and piles of gold ingots. We finished a good day with tea in a banking hall-style pub.

We visited the City of Oxford in June 2015 with a blue badge guide who showed us the Sheldonian
Theatre, the Bodleian Library and the Radcliffe Camera - with many references to Inspector Morse!
After a fish and chips lunch at the Kings Arms we had a short river cruise up to Christ Church
Meadows, a stroll to Isis Farmhouse for tea, then cruised back to the coach. We did lose one
member which made the return journey later than planned! (below).
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The Campus Club’s Golden Anniversary - 7 May 2015
It took 50 years to arrive but the Club and Committee were determined it was going to be celebrated
in style! Planning for our Golden Anniversary began in January 2014, with a member’s discussion
after the January lunch to explore all possible options. After much deliberation the Committee
decided that we would have a very SPECIAL lunch at a venue other than Homestead Court, with
entertainment rather than a speaker and as much publicity as we could arrange. By coincidence
Thursday 7 May 2015 - the actual anniversary date - just happened to be when the next general
election was to be held.
Vice Chairman at that time, Bill Wastell was nominated (!) as the Anniversary Lunch Organiser so the
Chairman (John Lee), Bill Wastell and Secretary Ray Hussey embarked on research as to where the
lunch would take place. After much ground work of visiting possible locations it was decided to book
at Beales Hotel, Hatfield. This was a modern and well equipped hotel, with a good banqueting room
and a large adjacent suite for pre-lunch drinks, also a large car park. They offered a choice of
packages and we selected the most suitable for our requirements and budget.
Prior to that the Committee had decided to ring-fence £1,000 of Club funds for the event and, at Bill’s
suggestion, hold a Jubilee Raffle every month for the next fifteen months to raise additional funds hopefully about £1,500 - giving as a prize a free lunch each month. Derek Fitzhugh did a fantastic
job selling raffle tickets and eventually we exceeded our expectations by actually raising £1,800!
Club member Peter Stephens was appointed the PR Officer to spread the word as widely as possible
in local and national newspapers, also with the Probus World e-newsletter. The editor of the Welwyn
Times, Terry Mitchinson, was also invited as a guest.
At the April lunch, a month before the big day, we invited founder member Dr. David Goss and,
together with about 70+ members present, took a group photograph for the record.

Above left - the Campus Club Committee - Graham Daniels, Ian Whitcombe, Philip Fotheringham,
Ray Hussey, David Goss, Bill Wastell, Ted Webb, Rick Richmond, Tony Keach and Tony Salsi.
Above right - Chairman Bill Wastell and Dr. David Goss.
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The Great Day arrived and we started with Buck’s Fizz pre-lunch drinks, then had a really good fourcourse meal including wine and soft drinks; a talented pianist serenaded us with background music
during the meal and an amazing magician kept us bemused during the pre-lunch drinks and between
courses during the meal. We then had speeches by Chairman Bill Wastell, from David Goss and
from another guest of honour, Cllr. Les Page, the Mayor of Welwyn Hatfield Council (who was also a
Club member).
As a Grand Finale we had The Rockabellas - a trio of gorgeous ladies whose swinging vocals and
close harmony are billed as ’The New Millennium's answer to the Andrews Sisters of the 1940’s/50’s’
They were terrific and enjoyed by everyone present - and there were 150 members, wives and
guests sitting down for lunch that day! A letter of good wishes from Denys Carnill, Fred Carnill’s 93
years old son, was also read out although sadly he could not be with us on the day. He wrote:
‘My father was a lovely man, one who enjoyed life to the full. This enjoyment was infectious and the
pleasure Dad got from the company of others was reciprocated wholeheartedly. In this way, the
pleasure he had in his membership of the Campus Club led to a wider fellowship*..and so on, and
so on. I don’t think this would surprise Dad. He would, of course, have been delighted with this:
delighted but not surprised, because Dad was an incurable optimist.
On the occasion of the Anniversary Lunch I hope that many will smile with him and will continue to do
so for the next 50 years. With all good wishes to you and the Probus movement, sincerely,
Denys Carnill
We had a special Souvenir Menu which contained a ‘Timeline’ of all major World and UK events that
had occurred in the lifetime of the Campus Club, from 1965 to 2015. We also had as dessert for the
lunch a smashing Cupcake Tower as our Anniversary cake, with each of the 150 large, iced
cupcakes decorated with a big strawberry.
Overall everyone rated the day as an outstanding success, a great way to mark our Milestone Year.
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(above) The Rockabellas. (below) The Mayor Cllr Les Page with Bill and Graham
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Another Milestone - The Club’s first long weekend outing.
For years the Club had been trying, in vain, to go for some more adventurous outings - a day trip to
Calais, for example, but the response was always dismal. Other Probus clubs were doing it so why
shouldn’t we? Then we chanced upon a four day trip to the Lake District in October 2015 that
could be just right, organised by a firm that specialised in trips for clubs and organisations.
The four day trip included return coach travel from WGC to Kendal staying in the County Hotel on a
DB&B basis, ensuite accommodation, two full day coach trips round different parts of the Lake
District and evening entertainment - all for the amazing cost of £149pp! Too good to pass up.
Bearing in mind past experiences, with some trepidation we put it to the members and received a
fairly encouraging response. The Committee worked hard to sell the idea and eventually it gathered
momentum. We included some support from the Ladies Probus and the Welwyn Bowls Club to
boost the numbers and eventually achieved a total of 42 - a real breakthrough for the Campus Club.
On Day 1 we set off at 9.00 am from outside John Lewis for our coach ride to Kendal. The coach
was comfy, the driver and tour manager first class and, after a couple of stops, we arrived at the
County Hotel, Kendal about 4.00pm. Some then stretched their legs and began to explore the town
before dinner - and it was an interesting old place with lots to see and, to the joy of some ladies, the
shops were still open!
Day 2 had mixed weather - grey and drizzly but with some sunny breaks - but we were
undeterred. The coach first took us to Windermere then Hawkshead (Beatrix Potter country) where
we had a coffee stop, then along the western edge of Coniston Water where we saw where Donald
Campbell had set the world water speed record in the 1960s.
We then drove on to Haverthwaite and boarded a steam train for the fifteen minute journey to
Lakeside, where we then embarked on a traditional old steamer for the forty minute trip to Bowness.
By then the sun was out and the autumn colours along the lake shore were wonderful. After a final
stop in Windermere we boarded the coach and returned to Kendal for dinner.
On Day 3 the coach took us on a tour of the more northern parts of the Lakes. Passing through
Ambleside and by Rydal Water, our first stop was at Grasmere, where William Wordsworth had lived
in Dove Cottage and his grave was in the local churchyard. Then on past Thirlmere to the busy little
town of Keswick, with the famous and interesting Cumberland Pencils factory and museum, walks by
the River Derwent and lots of places for lunch. We then drove north and east to Threlkeld and on to
Ullswater, where we followed the water’s edge down to Patterdale. From here we climbed the
Kirkstone Pass, 1,500 ft. asl, and stopped briefly at the top for photographs before dropping down to
Windermere and back to Kendal. All in all, another very good day.
The hotel was a good base with decent food and a choice of menus, musical entertainment after
dinner and several of our party enjoyed dancing. The tour manager who accompanied us at all times
was a source of information on all things and also very amusing.
Our return journey on Day 4 was uneventful and we were back in WGC by 5.00pm. Everyone
agreed the trip was a great success and terrific value for money and that we should definitely do
another one next year. Many thanks to Ray Hussey for organising everything so well. We have put
photos of the trip on the Club website so you can all relive those happy memories!
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Some photographs from our trip.
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At the beginning of this story we saw a list of those members present at that first inaugural
meeting fifty years ago. Many hundreds have passed through the ranks in the intervening
years but here is a list of current members in 2015, with the Committee members in embolden
type:
John Allday - Mike Annand - Gordon Ayerst - Peter Ball - Mike Bamford - Ron Botfield - Tony
Bradfield - Theo Breuer - Alan Cain - Mike Casey - Don Christie - Raul Curiel - Graham Daniels John Deans - Wilf Dorward - Roger Dungey - Colin Duxbury - Gus Edwards - Don Ellis - Bryan Evans
- Jim Evans - Bertie Everard - Kevin Finnegan - Don Fisher - Derek Fitzhugh - Philip Fotheringham
- Keith Fowler - Doug Frowd - George Gair - Gerry Gimblett - David Goss - Jeff Greaves - Derek
Groves - David Hagerty - Arthur Harris - Peter Harrison - Glyn Hughes - David Humphreys - Ray
Hussey - Roy Jones - Tony Keach - Michael Kind - John Kirby - Arthur Knight - Trevor Land John Lee - Rod Limming - Peter Lomer - Russell Manoy - Richard Margesson - Ross Martin - Tim
Marwood - Archie McLean - John Meers - Ashley Merrick - Graham Middleton - Alan Mole - Barry
Northrop - Alan Oates - David Oliver - Les Page - Gerald Papworth - John Perren - Geoff Perrin Mike Poole - Neville Price - David Ralph - John Reay - Richard Rajamanickam - Rick Richmond Anthony Roe - Tony Salsi - John Sandor - Keith Sargant - Roy Saunders - Mike Scandrett - Andy
Scholes - Richard Selby - Derek Slawson - Andrew Smart - Alan Smith - Barry Smith - Brian Smith Hugh Smith - Noel Smith - Tony Smith - Peter Stephens - David Sutcliffe - Philip Tasch - Bill Taylor Eric Thomas - Brian Thurston - Roger Trigg - Robert Tull - Bill Wastell - Howell Watkins - Ted Webb
- Geoff Whitbourn - Ian Whitcombe - Peter Wingham - Terry Wodcke - Nigel Woor.

We ended our Anniversary Year with the Ladies Lunch in October attended by 95 members and
guests, followed by our Christmas Lunch in December. We still enjoy an excellent relationship with
the Homestead Court Hotel who continue to serve the Club’s interests well. We end our 50th year
with the Club financially in good shape, with a loyal and enthusiastic membership and we look
forward to good times ahead.

Epilogue
This concludes the story of the Campus Club’s first 50 years - from its exciting
pioneering beginning in 1965, through its development and set backs, to its present
day success. Our original remit of ‘Fellowship and Friendship’ has continued and
grown stronger. Thanks to the hard work and interest of many past and present
Committees - ‘The few who do so much for the many’ - the Club is still prospering
and trying to be innovative.
I hope that in ten years time someone else will take up the baton and run, to
produce the next instalment of this interesting and historic account of the Campus
Club - the Worlds First Probus Club.
Bill Wastell - Chairman 2015.
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World and UK Events during the life of the Campus Club from 1965
Birth of the Campus Club - US troops arrive in Vietnam – Harold Wilson is PM - death of Winston
Churchill - Stanley Matthews plays his last game at 50 - London P.O. Tower opens - abolition of the
death penalty for murder – 70mph speed limit introduced.
1966 - China begins Cultural Revolution – Labour win general election – Barclaycard introduced – UK’s first
Polaris submarine launched – Ford Cortina launched – Aberfan disaster in South Wales kills 144 England beat West Germany 4-2 in the World Cup Final – Centre Point, London opens – unemployment
reaches 437,000.
1967- Arab and Israel six day war - first heart transplant operation by Dr. Barnard – first North Sea gas pumped
ashore – GB wins Eurovision Song Contest (Puppet on a string) – Sir Francis Chichester first to sail solo
round the world in Gypsy Moth IV – first ATM installed – first colour TV service in UK - QE2 launched –
Ford starts production of the Escort and withdraws the Anglia.
1968 - Martin Luther King assassinated - London Bridge sold to USA – NHS prescription charges introduced 1st and 2nd class post introduced – Dad’s Army first shown on TV – Manchester United winners of
European Cup – deaths of Tony Hancock, Enid Blyton, W.E.Johns (Biggles), and Jim Clark (F1).
1969 - Neil Armstrong first person to walk on the moon – Concorde’s maiden flight – Victoria tube line opens British troops now in Northern Ireland – Beatles last performance - deaths of Kenneth Horne, Billy Cotton
and Richmal Crompton (Just William).
1970 - Beatles split up – first 747 Jumbo jet lands at Heathrow – Rhodesia becomes a Republic - Edward Heath
wins general election – Richard Branson starts Virgin Group – first Glastonbury Festival.
1971 - UK changes to decimal currency.
1972 - Pocket calculators invented – unemployment now over 1m – Icelandic Cod War with UK – deaths of
J. Arthur Rank, Duke of Windsor and Francis Chichester.
1973 - UK joins the European Economic Community (EEC) – start of VAT in UK – IRA bomb attacks in UK –
three day working week due to industrial action – deaths of Noel Coward and JRR Tolkien.
1974 - Heath loses general election, Wilson is PM – inflation now at 17.2% - start of Ceefax by BBC – first
McDonalds opens in London - Terracotta army discovered in China – Mohammad Ali becomes World
Heavyweight Champion in Zaire – President Nixon resigns over ‘Watergate.
1975 - End of Vietnam War – Margaret Thatcher becomes Conservative’s Leader - year of drought in UK deaths of Barbara Hepworth, PG Wodehouse and Graham Hill (F1).
1976 - US lands Viking spacecraft on Mars - Israel soldiers rescue 103 hostages from Entebbe, Uganda – first
commercial flight of Concorde – Wilson resigns as PM and James Callaghan takes over – inflation now
at 16.5% - UK and Iceland end Cod Wars - 2nd year of drought in UK - Intercity 125 trains introduced –
James Hunt becomes F1 World Champion – deaths of Sid James, Agatha Christie and LS Lowry.
1977 - Elvis Presley dies - British Aerospace is formed - M5 motorway now open - Geoff Boycott scores his
100th century against Australia – Freddie Laker launches his budget airline - Star Wars film shown for first
time in UK – deaths of Anthony Eden, Clementine Churchill and Charlie Chaplin.
1978 - First test tube baby born - Jean Paul II becomes Pope – May Day becomes a holiday in UK – Ian Botham
first cricketer to score a century and take 8 wickets in a test match – death of Herbert Sutcliffe.
1979 - Soviet troops invade Afghanistan - Shah of Iran exiled – Muslim Revolutionary forces take power in IranStrikes lead to ‘Winter of Discontent’ in UK – Conservatives win general election and Margaret Thatcher
becomes UK’s first woman Prime Minister – Milton Keynes Shopping Centre opens, the largest in Britain
– Docklands Regeneration plans revealed – deaths of Airey Neave, Lord Louis Mountbatten, Gracie
Fields, Barnes Wallis, Joyce Grenfell and Nicholas Monsarrat.
1980 - Iran / Iraq war – Iranian Embassy siege in London – inflation rises to 21.8% and unemployment is now
2m and UK in recession – CND rally at Greenham Common – ‘Right to Buy’ Council houses begins –
Michael Foot leader of Labour Party – John Lennon shot in NY – deaths of Alfred Hitchcock, Billy Butlin,
Hattie Jaques, Peter Sellers, CP Snow and John Laurie.
1981 - Prince Charles marries Lady Diana - first personal computers (PCs) produced - police catch Peter
Sutcliffe, the ‘Yorkshire Ripper’– race riots and more strikes in UK – petrol is now sold by the litre – BT
discontinue telegrams – first case of AIDS in UK.
1982 - Falklands Islands invaded by Argentina leading to a 74 days war – unemployment tops 3m – EU bans
corporal punishment in schools – Prince William is born – production of Ford Cortina ends, replaced by
the Sierra – Henry VIII’s flagship ‘Mary Rose’ is raised – inflation falls to 8.6% although 1.5m still
unemployed - deaths of Arthur Askey, Douglas Bader, Kenneth More, Arthur Lowe and Col. H. Jones.
1983 - Wearing seat belts in cars becomes mandatory – unemployment now 3,25m – compact discs (CDs)
introduced - £1 coin replaces notes – Conservatives win landslide general election – new car registration
numbers starts – Docklands redevelopment begins – new World Land Speed record of 634 mph set by
Richard Noble - £26m Brinks MAT robbery in London - first heart/lung transplant in UK - deaths of David
Niven, Ralph Richardson, John Le Mesurier and Sir Adrian Boult.
1984 - Year long miners strike in UK – Bhopal chemical disaster in India – assassination of India PM Indira
Gandhi – Apple Mac PC introduced - Regan re-elected US President - John Lewis comes to WGC Alec Jeffries discovered DNA.
1985 - Wreck of the Titanic found - Gorbachev becomes leader of the Soviet Union - hole in ozone layer first
discovered - Nintendo games introduced - death of Rock Hudson.
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1986 - Chernobyl nuclear disaster - USSR launches MIR space station – first laptop computer developed by IBM
– Challenger space shuttle explodes killing the 7 crew – Halley’s Comet visible from Earth - journalist
John McCarthy kidnapped in Beirut.
1987 - Margaret Thatcher elected PM for third time – Zeebrugge ferry disaster kills 193 - world population now
5 billion - Prince Charles and Diana separate - Hungerford shooting massacre.
1988 - Pan Am flight 103 bombed over Lockerbie, killing 270 – first trans-Atlantic fibre optic cable laid - Soviet
troops withdraw from Afghanistan – Iran/Iraq war ends - work starts on Channel Tunnel.
1989 - Fall of the Berlin Wall and reunification of Germany - Tiananmen Square massacre in China –
Hillsborough football disaster kills 96 - US stealth bomber unveiled - Russia withdraws from Afghanistan.
1990 - Hubble telescope launched into orbit – Iraq invades Kuwait – unification of East and West Germany –
Tim Berners-Lee develops the World Wide Web - Nelson Mandela freed - Margaret Thatcher resigns.
1991 - Collapse of the Soviet Union and end of Cold War - Operation Desert Storm invades Iraq – South Africa
repeals apartheid laws.
1992 - War breaks out in Yugoslavia - Bill Clinton elected US President - Paris Euro Disney opens.
1993 - Start of the World Wide Web (www) globally - Pentium processor developed by Intel.
1994 - Channel Tunnel opens connecting UK and France - Nelson Mandela becomes President of South Africa 1995 - Israel PM Yitzhak Rabin assassinated - start of Ryanair and Easy Jet airlines - Barings Bank crashes Frank Bruno wins the World Heavyweight title - 1% of the UK now have internet - deaths of Harold
Wilson and Kenny Everett.
1996 - Boris Yeltsin begins second term as Russian President - Dunblane massacre - Damon Hill wins F1
Crown.
1997 - Princess Diana dies in a car crash - Hong Kong returned to China - spacecraft Pathfinder lands on Mars Bill Clinton returned for second term as US President - first Harry Potter book published.
1998 - Peace agreement in Northern Ireland - Disney World opens in Florida - Human Rights Act becomes law.
1999 - NATO attacks Serbia - self rule begins in Northern Ireland - world population reaches 6 billion.
2000 - The new Millennium is celebrated round the world - three astronauts are first residents on the
International Space Station - George Bush becomes American President - Russian President sworn in.
2001 - Al Qaeda terrorist attack on Twin Towers in New York kills thousands - Euro becomes European Union
currency - US led war on Afghanistan begins - Apple Mac launched.
2002 - Mugabe expels white farmers from Zimbabwe - Princess Margaret dies, also the Queen Mother.
2003 - Space shuttle Columbia disintegrates killing all 7 crew - US lead 2nd war in Iraq - Saddam Hussein
captured in Iraq - London congestion charge begins - first Twenty20 cricket matches held - first use of
police tasers in the UK - last Concorde flight - deaths of Bob Hope, Bob Monkhouse and Adam Faith.
2004 - Boxing Day tsunami kills 230,000 in Sumatra and surrounding area - fox hunting banned in the UK.
2005 - Pope Jean-Paul dies - Eris, tenth planet in the solar system discovered - Prince Charles marries Camilla
Parker-Bowles - four London terrorist bomb attacks - Buncefield oil depot fire - England win the Ashes deaths of Cyril Fletcher, Sir Edward Heath, George Best and Ronnie Barker 2006 - Saddam Hussein executed - independence for Bosnia, Serbia and Montenegro - spacecraft New
Horizons launched to Pluto - Arsenal Emirates Stadium opens - UK pays off 1946 war loan to the US deaths of Freddie Trueman and Charlie Drake.
2007 - British troops withdraw from Iraq - Northern Ireland Agreement signed - new Wembley Stadium opens Ford Mondeo launched - Gordon Brown becomes PM.
2008 - India plants a flag on the Moon - Chinese first space walk - Beijing Olympic Games - Barrack Obama
becomes US President - start of world banking crisis.
2009 - Michael Jackson dies - Woolworth stores close in UK - unemployment at 2.5 million - interest rate falls to
0.5% - UK in recession - MP’s expenses scandal - Jenson Button wins the F1 Crown - death of Danny la
Rue.
2010 - BP oil rig disaster in Gulf of Mexico - Iceland volcano eruption causes world-wide air chaos - coalition of
Conservatives/Lib. Dems led by David Cameron win general election - deaths of Dick Francis, Johnny
Dankworth and Alec Bedser.
2011 - nuclear disaster in Fukushima, Japan following earthquake and tsunami killing 19,000 - US troops
withdraw from Iraq - Osama bin Laden killed in Pakistan - civil war starts in Libya.
2012 - London Olympic Games - Queen Elizabeth’s Diamond Jubilee - Obama re elected as US President and
Putin re elected as Russian President - cruise ship Concordia runs aground in Mediterranean - civil war
begins in Syria.
2013 - world population reaches 7 billion - Andy Murray wins Wimbledon - Chinese rover lands on the Moon Nelson Mandela dies aged 95 - Margaret Thatcher dies aged 87 2014 - Malaysian airliner disappears without trace in Far East killing over 300 - another Malaysian airliner shot
down over Ukraine by rebels killing 239 - major Ebola outbreak in Africa - Scottish independence vote rise of IS IS (Islamic State) terrorists - Russia annexes Crimea and threatens the rest of Ukraine - space
craft Rosetta lands on a comet.
2015 - Huge earthquake kills thousands in Nepal - water found on Mars - VW emissions scandal - migrant crisis
in Europe - Russian airliner destroyed by bomb over Sinai - Greeks vote NO to EU bailout deal. spacecraft New Horizons sends back amazing photographs of Pluto Campus Club’s Golden Anniversary.
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